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FORGOTTEN  BENEFACTORS.

perhaps, in extreme cases, by a generation, results
to which a comparatively second-rate thinker would
have been competent a few years later. The winner
of the race is apt to monopolise the glory, though he
wins only by a hair's breadth. The familiar instance
of Darwin and Mr. Wallace is remarkable, not because
the relation of the two thinkers was unique, but
because, unfortunately, the generosity with which
each acknowledged the merit of the other was
exceptional. A great discovery is made when the
fertile thought is already going through the process of
incubation in a whole circle of intelligent minds; and
that in which it first comes to the birth, claims, or,
at least, receives,' the whole merit, by a right of
intellectual primogeniture not much more justifiable
than the legal right. Admitting, again, in the fullest
sense, the value and the difficulty of that last step
which has to be made in order to reach the crowning
triumph, it would surely be ungenerous to forget the
long series of previous explorations by which alone
it was made possible. There must have been
countless forgotten Newtons and Descartes', who, in
their day, had to exert equal powers in order to
discover what are now the most familiar truths ; to
invent the simplest systems of arithmetical notation,
or solve the earliest geometrical problems, without
which neither a Newton nor a Descartes would have